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About St Mark’s 
College
Founded in 1925 as the first 
university residential college in 
Adelaide, St Mark’s continues to 
provide a supportive and stimulating 
environment where students pursue 
their optimum academic achievement. 
While aiming at the pursuit of 
excellence in specific fields of study  
at university, the College also 
promotes amongst its members a  
love of learning and a critical approach 
to issues.

The primary aims of collegiate life at  
St Mark’s are to help engender in 
College members a strong sense 
of the responsibilities and rights of 
individuals living in a community with 
others, and to instil in them an equally 
strong sense of commitment to the 
common good of our community.  
The College encourages its members 
to participate in the cultural, spiritual, 
social and sporting events arranged  
by the student leaders and values  
the contributions members make  
to the life of the College through  
that participation.

By providing an atmosphere in  
which students are accepted as 
mature and self-responsible, St Mark’s 
aims to make a student’s stay at 
College an enjoyable, intellectual, and 
enriching experience.

Cover: 90th Anniversary Dinner
Design and print: Openbook Howden  
We welcome your feedback and suggestions.
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From the Master
During the semester break, I took the opportunity to travel to the United 
States and join a study tour and conference run by ACUHO-I, which is the 
international body for residential college professionals. After the formal 
part of my break away, I also took the opportunity to visit some other 
world class universities on both the east and west coasts of America.

The study tour was full with representation 
from 11 different nations including Great 
Britain, NZ, Canada, South Africa, UAE, 
Japan, Qatar, Trinidad and Mexico. We felt 
instantly welcome when we arrived at the 
University of Florida where we were met 
by the Gator Marching Band. It was just 
fantastic! The study tour took in several 
different larger state and much smaller, 
privately run institutions such as the 
University of Florida, University of  
Southern Florida, University of Tampa, 
Flagler, St Leo’s and Rollins College. 

Whilst the conference was very much 
focused on North America, there was 
a decent delegation from international 
delegates, committed to putting the ‘I’ 
into ACUHO-I. Sessions were diverse, 
and the conference, held just outside of 
downtown Orlando brought together 1300 
delegates and a range of very interesting 
and worthwhile sessions ranging from 
training your Residential Advisors, making 
the most of shared spaces, mental 
health and identity issues, philanthropy, 
marketing, sustainability, risk management 
and leadership. 

From so much information, it was difficult 
to select areas on which to focus in my 
presentation to the College Council at the end 
of July, however there were five areas that 
really resonated with me as key to successful 
growth and development in the future:

• Residential Life and Living Learning 
Communities: based on the notion 
that living and learning should be 
integrated, and that formal teaching, 
informal learning and personal support 
in residences is integral to a College 
education. 

• Enhancing Academic Achievement 
Programs and Events: There is a big 
drive in the US to provide programs, 
facilities and learning environments 
that contribute to student learning and 
success. Not just physical space, but 
also the provision of a wide array of 
programs and services to support the 
academic needs and goals of residents. 

• Sustainability: I saw some incredible 
initiatives in some of the places I 

visited and the promotion of such 
activities highlights the importance 
given to being responsible to the 
environmental concerns facing society

• Making the Most of Our Common 
Spaces: It was interesting for me 
to see how other institutions are 
creatively engaging their residents with 
common spaces and how innovative 
spaces can benefit community building 
and residence life programs

• Marketing: We can certainly learn from 
the Americans in terms of branding, 
brand association and brand positioning. 

After the conference, I spent some time 
at Georgetown Unviersity, Washington 
DC, Harvard in Boston Massachusetts 
and Stanford University in Palo Alto, 

California. When I reflect upon my trip, 
I literally covered thousands of miles of 
terrain and obtained a really good grasp 
of the US ‘college’ system. We all know 
how different the system in the US is to 
Australia, however it was possible for 
me to experience first-hand how their 
residences are managed and led, and what 
we can learn from some of the best! 

We do some things really well in Australia 
and some things even better here at St 
Mark’s, however there are many more 
things we can do to improve our residential 
experience for our students and increase 
the profile of residential colleges for 
university students here in Australia. 

My sincere thanks to the Board and Council 
for this fantastic opportunity and I look 
forward to applying some of my learnings 
in the St Mark’s environment.
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90th Anniversary Dinner
The College celebrated its 90th anniversary in style with a black tie dinner 
on Saturday 28th March. The date was selected to coincide closely with 
the official opening of the College by then Governor Lieutenant-General Sir 
Tom Bridges on 15th March 1925. 

300 of the College’s alumni and friends 
gathered in a spectacular marquee 
overlooked by Newland and Memorial, the 
Archibald Grenfell Price Dining Hall and the 
newly opened East Wing. 

Emeritus Professor Alexander Cohen 
AO delighted guests with his witty 
commentary and anecdotes on the subject 
of “Esprit de Corps”. In her response 
College Master, Ms Rose Alwyn drew 
roars of laughter; channelling the spirit of 
first Master Sir Archibald Grenfell Price in 
her address, which can be read in full in the 
Master’s Blog.

The beloved Gas Truck was also featured, 
providing a creative backdrop for the photo 
booth, where young and old alike created 
their own memento of the evening.

In the words of Mr Michael Johnson 
(Alumnus 1962) “how privileged we have 
been…to have been linked to the College 
and in turn to have had the opportunity 
to apply the skills and values acquired 
to the betterment of community in our 
professional lives.”

View more photos of the celebrations in our 
90th Anniversary photo album on Facebook. 

Master’s Speech

Okay, settle down. Settle down please. 
I am the Master of this College and I will 
not tolerate any tomfoolery, especially on 
a night like this. Here we are at the first 
annual dinner for St Mark’s College, the 
future is here gentlemen, 1925. So try to 
look busy.

You have been selected as the top students 
of your schools, the ten best young men in 
South Australia, and I can see by the food 
stains dribbling down the fronts of your 
‘20’s evening suits that we have a way to 
go. Now for some housekeeping. 

Firstly I would like to thank Cohen for his 
toast to the College – he is a young man with 
a lot of potential. Second, if you have snuck a 
woman into the premise, you know the rule, 
11.30 OUT! This is no place for a lady. 
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Now, if you have brought your phone, I 
know they are exciting, they’ve only been 
around for 30 years, please put them back 
inside your packing crates until the night 
has concluded. I will be doing inspections 
tonight at 10pm. Be warned, if I find any 
banned substances, any wine left on your 
table, I will be confiscating it straight to 
the Senior Common Room where the 
Chairman, the Dean, the Board and I will 
ensure that it is disposed of correctly. 

I would now like to take this opportunity to 
talk about the future of the College. 

It’s hard to see into the future. In an hour it 
will be hard to see at all and tomorrow it will 
be hard to do anything. But when I speak 
of the future, I speak of the big picture. 
Where will this College be in 10 years, in 
20, in 90 years? We sit here at a dinner of 
13 men, two guests to celebrate the first 
year at St Mark’s College. To reflect on the 
achievements and milestones that have 

gotten us so far; as to have a place, close 
to the city, close to University. We have the 
facilities and the opportunities that very few 
people are given. But do we stop? Today we 
celebrate yes, but what tomorrow?

Is ask you now, as a group of Collegians, 
to never stop trying to reach for a stronger 
future, even if it doesn’t seem like right 
now it could get any better. This place 
would not exist without vision and it is 
only vision that will carry this College 
into the future. Right now we are twelve 
in one house, but one day we could be 
surrounded by many houses, a dining hall, a 
gymnasium and tennis courts, an east wing 
– God forbid a library and academic centre 
to help better our current tutorial system, 
a car park, more green space. In fact we 
could even be sitting down with a group 
of 300 Collegians, current and old, people 
from many different cultural backgrounds, 
countries and professions united by St 
Mark’s, each generation marking a change 

in the culture and like of St Mark’s. Seems 
pretty farfetched from where we are sitting 
now – doesn’t it?

And what then? Will St Mark’s stop at 90 
years – stop trying to change? I would hope 
not. Our motto translates to ‘excellence 
reaches for the stars’. The stars may very 
well continue forever and so should our 
reach. Forever grasping for the betterment 
of this College.

Now gentlemen, before I depart back to my 
wine…I mean chair…I would like to remind 
you all that tomorrow is a Sunday, so make 
sure you’re at the Cathedral by 9 sharp or a 
fine of two and six will be applied.

Please enjoy your supper and good night. 
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Scholarships and Grants
The first semester scholarships ceremony was held in the Ballroom  
on Wednesday 6th May, with 32 scholarships worth in excess of  
$50,000 awarded.

The ceremony provides an opportunity 
to recognise the outstanding academic 
performances of students, along with 
acknowledging the contribution they make 
to life at St Mark’s. The presentation also 
enables the College to acknowledge the 
generosity of our current and past donors 
and benefactors in providing ongoing 
support to St Mark’s students. 

The Cowan grants, which were also 
presented on the 6th May, provide financial 
assistance to students from rural areas 
of Australia who would find difficulty in 
meeting both tuition and accommodation 
costs in Adelaide. This year, eight first 
year students from regions including the 
Riverland, Mildura, Port Augusta and 
Deloraine in Tasmania were awarded Cowan 
Entry Grants. An additional 10 students 
already in residence at St Mark’s received 
Cowan Continuing and Further Grants.

Semester One

• St Mark’s College Engineering 
Scholarship: Mr Samuel Martin

• St Mark’s Alumni Scholarship: Ms 
Hannah Bensch, Ms Lucy Eldredge, Mr 
Henry Hole, Ms Heidi Hutchesson, Ms 
Philippa Jones, Mr Michael Smith and 
Mr Keegan Steele

• Sodexo Scholarships: Ms Jenna 
Chandler, Mr Andrew Peel, Ms Sophie 
Wakefield and Ms Hailee Witmitz

• St Mark’s Old Collegians’ Bursary: Ms 
Sarina Ferguson and Mr Samuel Lee

The following prizes were awarded for 
outstanding academic performance during 
the 2014 academic year:

• E A Radcliff Prize: Ms Marlee Crawford 
- The best academic performance in a 
previous year by a returning student

• G Angas Parsons Prize: Mr Tom Blake - 
Outstanding academic performance by 
a returning student

• W F Wehrstedt Prize: Ms Melissa Jones 
- Scholar in the Arts and Humanities

• BP Wait Prize: Mr Henry Hole -  
The best student of Classics or  
Modern Languages

• WA Collegians’ Prize: Mr Keegan 
Steele - Excellence in science or 
science related subjects

Cowan Entry Grants
• Ms Maighan Brandwood
• Mr Joseph Cavanagh
• Ms Morgan Chaplin
• Mr Jason Geddie
• Mr Timothy Irvin

• Ms Shaylee Kassulke
• Ms Astrid Moyle
• Ms Mary Seagrim

Cowan Continuing Grants
• Ms Kate Cmrlec
• Ms Tahlia Manuel
• Mr Jason McCarthy
• Ms Jessica Medaglia
• Ms Sophie Wakefield

Cowan Further Grants
• Ms Allyse Chapman
• Ms Hannah Farrelly
• Ms Hayley Finlay
• Ms Tiffany Finlay
• Mr Timothy Woolford

1. Cowan Entry Grant recipients. Back: Timothy 
Irvin, Maighan Brandwood, Astrid Moyle, Jason 
Geddie, Shaylee Kassulke. Front: Morgan 
Chaplin, Mrs Gayle Cowan, Mr Bob Cowan, Mary 
Seagrim, Joseph Cavanagh

2. Marlee Crawford, Andrew Peel and Nicola 
Gurner

3. Mr Neil Olive, Sodexo Operations Manager (L), 
presented the Sodexo Scholarships to (from L-R) 
Jenna Chandler, Andrew Peel, Sophie Wakefield 
and Hailee Witmitz

1 2

3
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Hawker Scholarship
The prestigious CAS Hawker Scholarship was recently presented to 
outstanding St Mark’s student Alexander Makarowsky, a first year 
Engineering student, along with other outstanding students. 

The awards, which were presented at 
a special ceremony and luncheon at St 
Mark’s on the 27th May, were hosted 
by former Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and Hawker family 
member the Hon David Hawker AO. 

Alexander comes to St Mark’s with a history 
of excellence and achievement, as outlined 
in the following Biography as published on 
the CAS Hawker Scholarship website:

• Degree: Bachelor of Engineering 
(Honours), Telecommunications

• Institution: University of Adelaide
• In Residence: St Mark’s College
• Career Goal: Implement new 

communications technologies and also 
work for Engineers Without Borders

• Education History: St Francis Primary 
School, Lockleys SA, Nazareth Catholic 
College, Adelaide SA

In 2014, as a senior student at Nazareth 
College, he received the College’s 
Principal’s Award, the Archbishop of 
Adelaide’s Award for Excellence and 
the school’s own ‘Nazareth Award’ in 
recognition of his dedication to the College 
and its values. He was College Captain in 
2014 and took great pride in representing 
and dedicating his time to Nazareth.

His secondary school journey culminated 
in the achievement of five merits for 
his Stage 2 studies, earning him the SA 
Governor’s Commendation and placing 
him in a very select group of individuals. 
He was College Dux with an ATAR of the 
highest possible score of 99.95.

Aside from Alex’s outstanding academic 
achievements, he has also been a student 
who openly contributed to the school 
community, through actively participating 
in a wide variety of co-curricular activities. 
He immersed himself in a breadth of 
experiences including participation in 
numerous sporting teams and membership 
in clubs including debating and chess. He 
also developed a strong sense of social 
justice during his time at the College.

He participated and led initiatives including 
the World Vision 40 Hour Famine, the St 
Vincent de Paul can drive, Caritas fundraising 
week and Nazareth’s own Quiz Night.

The Quiz night raised over $14,000 
for outreach programs in the Northern 
Territory’s Bathurst Island and East Timor. 
He travelled to Bathurst Island in 2014, 
and with other year twelve graduates, 
ran a retreat program for youth of a 
disadvantaged community on the island.

Alex is going to change the way we 
communicate with each other. He envisions 
building the protocols and networks which 
will allow every Australian to take full 
advantage of an accessible, world-class 
Internet. He also foresees developing 
or implementing new communications 
technologies to meet Australia’s ever-
growing communication needs.

He considers telecommunications to 
be a pivotal, growing and vibrant field 
with enormous potential to assist global 
economic development and integration. 

Challenges such Internet censorship, mass 
surveillance and anticompetitive corporate 
practices remain obstacles in unlocking 
that potential and requires government and 
industry collaboration to be overcome.

He also aspires to work for Engineers 
Without Borders Australia, to give 
impoverished communities outside of 
Australia access to proper communications.

Alex is destined to make a significant 
contribution on the world stage. He is  
a rare individual of exceptional talent  
and is a deserved winner of a C.A.S. 
Hawker Scholarship.

1. St Mark’s College Master, Ms Rose Alwyn  
with Alexander

2. The Hon David Hawker AO presented the 
scholarship certificates at the ceremony on  
27th May

3. 2015 Hawker Scholars. Alexander Makarowsky 
(St Mark’s), Sophie jones (Burgmann College), 
Nina Miers (Burgmann) Cameron Allan 
(Burgmann), Mark McAnulty (Burgmann)

1 2

3
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O’Week Summary
Ask most collegians and they’ll agree that O’Week is by far one of 
the best weeks on the calendar! As a fresher, it provides amazing 
opportunities to get to know fellow collegians, the College’s rules and 
traditions and your way around.

Returning collegians also enjoy a jam packed 
week of activities and various parties, put 
together by the College Club Committee. 

Like most years, O’Week began on 
Sunday, the 22 February. The day was 
packed with various bonding activities and 
provided a great start to the week.

Fighting the soaring Adelaide heat, the 
week moved on to various themed nights 
including a Toga Party on Tuesday night, 
around the much loved pond. Following 
this, Wednesday night meant Quiz Night 
was on the cards, and for the first time, this 
event was held on the tennis courts. The 
night went off without a hitch, with teams 
coming out dressed in various ‘World 

Holiday’ themed attire. Teams competed in 
various rounds of questions, with some fun 
bonus point activities providing some great 
laughs! It turned out to be a great night, 
with the ‘World Bubblewrap Day’ team 
coming off with the win! 

After a night’s rest, Friday night was the 
finale of O’Week, Fresher Dinner. This is 
an important night as freshers attend their 
very first St Mark’s Formal Hall! With a 
great turnout and everyone looking sharp, 
the night began with drinks on the lawn, 
followed by formal hall. The night then 
ended with a pond party to celebrate 
a great night, and the end of a huge, 
successful, tiring but amazing week! 

Well done to the College Club Committee 
for organising such a great week and 
helping the new collegians of 2015 settle 
into their new home! 

Nick Holloway

2015 College Club President

1. Toga Party. Back: Lucy Eldredge, Paige Day, 
Bailey Millington, Hannah Bensch. Front: Kate 
Cmrlec, Jenna Chandler and Caley Pannell

2. Fresher’s Dinner. Hailee Witmitz, Della 
Hannaford, Paige Day and Samantha Hickman

3. Fresher’s Dinner. Hannah Farrelly, Molly Affolter 
and Eilish Staude

4. Fresher’s Dinner. James Thornett, William 
Andriske, Kosta Kotsomitis, Natasha Hutchesson, 
Hannah Farrelly, Heidi Schwartzkopff, Tyler 
Callaghan, Emelia Manisalis, Ainslee Wandel, 
Jarrod Brice and Andrew Patten

1 2

43
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Garden Party 
As spray painted cardboard boxes and rescued odds and ends started  
to appear around the College, you knew the St Mark’s annual Garden 
Party was just around the corner! This is the one event on the College 
calendar where the theme is unlimited and we see the creative side of  
our fellow collegians. 

As the weather turned it up, the perfect 
Sunday afternoon on the front lawns began! 

It was great to see so much effort put in, 
with all sorts of imaginative ideas come 
crawling out, from a team dressed as a 
rubiks cube, to Mr Bean, fellow collegians, 
Mini Mouse, 3 blind mice and so much 
more! As usual, the costumes were 
amazing and provided great entertainment! 

Not only did the afternoon include mingling 
on the front lawns over a few drinks, the 
day included a magician, the most amazing 
spread of party food including fairy floss 
and Mr Whippy Ice Cream and a DJ to get 

the dance floor raging! What more could 
you ask for on a Sunday afternoon?!

Sadly, the day quickly drew to a close and 
it was time to start scrubbing off the body 
paint and get ready to head back to the 
hard life of a uni student!

1. Marlee Crawford, Allyse Chapman and  
Andrew Peel

2. Tom Borrelli and Angus Gebhardt

3. Sarina Ferguson and Alkira Taylor

4. Michael Smith and Della Hannaford

1

3

2

4
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Sporting Round Up
It is always a daunting task to start the year off with the expectation of 
retaining our beloved High Table Cup. The ever-hectic college calendar 
was made that bit crazier again by Easter not falling into the holidays.

The annual Old Colls tennis day started us 
off with an opportunity for some friendly 
competition in the sunshine. The huge level 
of participation, particularly by our freshers, 
was a very exciting sign of times to come! 
With so many participants, there was no 
overall winner but the perfect weather, 
great entertainment and of course the beer 
and cider, made for an excellent day out.

After rolling the shoulders over at Old Colls, 
the tennis team took to the court in the 
SAAUCC tennis. One a day that could have 
gone anyone’s way, with many close sets, 
we found ourselves the wrong side of 2-3 
matches scored and eventually took out 
third place.

Our volleyballers fired at the net, 
demonstrating our College spirit with  
the whole team giving their all. We fought 
hard only to loose sets by a few points to 
the better teams on the day, coming in 
third overall.

When a massive crowd of 225 (92% of 
College) came out to watch the swimming, 
our team were never going to disappoint. 
Sporting new swimming caps designed by 
female Captain Sarah Trewren, the team 
cut the competition apart reaching their 
fourth victory in a row.

Records Broken

Male

• 50m Freestyle: Tim Trewren: 26.00s
• 50m Backstroke: Tim Trewren: 30.68s
• 50m Medley: Tim Trewren, Jack Dowd, 

Sam West, Benjamin Hulett: 2:05.53s
• 50m Freestyle: Trevor Roszkos, 

Benjamin Hulett, David Jarman, Tim 
Trewren: 1:50.78s

Female

• 50m Freestyle: Sarah Trewren,  
Ellen Fraser, Lucy Heyworth,  
Kate Robertson: 2:08.40s

Our intellectual sport of debating was next, 
where the “banter-meter” was turned right 
up. The whit, knowledge and method of our 
teams lead us to back to back victories in the 
debating cup, this year overcoming Lincoln.

1

3

2

4

St Mark’s News November 201510



After the mid-semester break, we were 
straight back into it with netball.

After the round robin tournament, the men 
were left to battle it out with St Ann’s for 
third place, being victorious on the night. 
The women once again provided a thrilling 
grand final against Aquinas. In a nail biting 
game, our women kept their heads and 
won in tremendous fashion for the second 
year in a row.

With unbelievable numbers for tryouts, 
there was no surprise at our improvement 
in table tennis, coming second this year 
to Aquinas. The team pulled another great 
crowd and did not disappoint.

Football rounded out the semester, with 
a new format in the game schedule. The 
age old favourite Old Colls Footy event 
was enjoyed by young and old alike, giving 
both sides a warm up run prior to the real 
thing. In the end, depleted through injury, 
the men could only gain third place. The 
women were looking to keep their run 

alive, but were beaten with a kick on goal 
not making the distance after the siren.

A special mention must go out to Alek 
Sims and his Gassie Crew for bringing the 
teams to sports each week and for cooking 
up a storm on the BBQ. Their work doesn’t 
go unnoticed and is appreciated.

We are currently sitting eight points behind 
Aquinas in the HTC standings, but are in no 
way out of the game. The participation and 
numbers to try outs has been second to 
none, and with continued hard work, good 
things may still happen! We look forward 
to the challenges ahead..

GO MARKS!

1. Women’s Netball - Back: Tiffany Finlay, Kate 
Cmrlec, Molly Affolter, Lucy Eldredge, Hayley 
Densley, Cassandra Glover, Emma Allen and 
Tara Denton (coach). Front: Caley Pannell, Heidi 
Hutchesson, Samantha Hickman, Hayley Finlay 
and Gaby Taylor

2. Women’s Basketball - Morgan Goss

3. Men’s Football

4. Women’s Football - Olivia MacKenzie

5. Debating - Charlie Jones

6. Men’s Netball

7. Women’s Volleyball

8. Swimming

5

7 8

6
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Commitment to charity shines light on service opportunities
The Charitable Foundation has had a busy and successful start to the year. 
We began the year with our first event: ‘Earth Hour’, where members of 
the College switched off their lights and gathered on the tennis courts for 
an hour of acoustic music performed by members of the College.

The event not only let newcomers to 
the college present their talents but also 
reminded us of the small steps we can take 
to reduce our carbon footprint. 

Our ‘go blue for Autism’ pub night was 
next which raised over $200 dollars for 
Autism SA. 

At Old Colls Footy we saw the footy 
teams sporting their pink outfits whilst our 
cupcake store and raffle raised $165 for the 
Breast Cancer Network Australia. 

Our first Swotvac afternoon tea aimed to 
increase the awareness of MS, particularly 
its prevalence in young people. We also 
managed to raise $270 for The Kiss 
Goodbye to MS Foundation. 

Marksenchef, a chance for collegians 
to plan and prepare their own delicious 
dinners, as well as raise money for the 
Ronald Mc Donald House, has been very 
popular among collegians this year. With 
a sushi and cold rolls night, burger night, 
pizza night and a gourmet salad night, there 
has been something for everyone! 

The Charitable Foundation has also once 
again been encouraging collegians, through 
an inter-floor competition, to donate blood. 
It has been great to see so many collegians 
participating and ultimately saving lives in 
the process. 

One new goal of the Charitable Foundation 
this year is to get more collegians 

volunteering in our community. So far 
we have had a number of collegians 
volunteer at the Salvation Army in addition 
to the Variety Children’s Party. Those 
who attended agreed that they were very 
rewarding experiences. 

We are looking forward to our major events 
coming up and are hoping to raise funds 
and awareness for the two charities as 
chosen by the College: The Royal Flying 
Doctor Service and Beyond Blue. 

Monica Chen

St Mark’s Charitable Foundation

1. Volunteers bagging oranges, serving tea  
and coffee and assembling swags with the 
Salvation Army

2. Luca Colaianni and Ben Hulett cooking up  
a storm

3. Hamish Storey and Zuleika Harris donating blood

4. Carmelo Macri, Natasha Gray, Heidi Hutchesson 
and Sarah Trewren helping out at the Variety LOV 
a Surprise Party.

1 2

3 4
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An Inspiring Night of Musical Talent
St Mark’s musicians had an opportunity to shine at the first Arts Evening 
for the year, and their offerings did not disappoint. 

The evening was opened by George 
Glass with a performance of the popular 
“Misogyny Me” from their highly 
successful Fringe show Abbott! The 
Musical. Supported by new band members 
and current collegians Will Treacy, Ben 
Fox, Jason Geddie and Andrew Casey the 
performance certainly got the evening off 
to a great start. 

The College Choir also featured with a 
beautiful rendition of Bette Middler’s The 
Rose. The hidden and not-so-hidden talents 
of many collegians was featured throughout 
the evening, with classical piano, flute 
duets, heartfelt ballads and a ukulele duet 
all delighting the packed Ballroom. 

Perhaps the highlight of the evening though 
was a cabaret-style rendition of Madonna’s 
Like A Virgin by Riverland pair Andrew 

Casey and Jason Geddie which had the 
enthusiastic audience singing along to  
the chorus.

Thank you to all performers for a wonderful 
night’s entertainment.

1. The College Choir

2. Twins Henry and Imogen Hole

3. Music students Jason Geddie and Andrew Casey 
perform perform ‘like a virgin’

4. Christina Simpson with Lachlan McLeod on  
the flute

5. Ben Fox

1 2

3 4 5
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St Mark’s College Ball
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Inspiring speakers tell their story
The College’s Port ‘n’ Talk series was in full swing during semester one  
with a well-coordinated program of interesting and inspirational speakers 
on offer.

Vice-Chancellor of The University of 
Adelaide, Professor Warren Bebbington, 
set a high standard for the 2015 Port ‘n’ 
Talk series talking about the importance of 
philanthropy, particularly looking at the US 
model and its established culture of giving. 
Former Lord Mayor turned urban futurist, 
Stephen Yarwood, was also inspiring in 
his passionate presentation on cities, 
innovation and technology. 

An audience of predominantly engineering 
students received an introduction to the 
oil and gas industry along with a practical 
demonstration of some basic engineering 
concepts from Santos engineers Helena 

Wu and Jane Norman. Both provided 
insight into their own careers, highlighting 
the importance of establishing a sound 
technical base from which to broaden 
individual skillsets and opportunities. 

Most recently The Hon. Mr Martin Haese, 
Lord Mayor of Adelaide, led an engaging 
discussion in which he highlighted the 
importance of international connections 
for Adelaide, and how education and 
touris are key to success in this area. His 
passion for Adelaide, and for increasing 
Adelaide’s international presence was 
evident, particularly in his explanation of 
the steps being taken to show Adelaide to 

the world. Students took the opportunity 
to delve further in to Mr Haese’s views 
on entrepreneurship and his vision for 
Adelaide in a spirited question session 
following the presentation. 

1. The Vice Chancellor with students Ed Davies, 
Chanel Li, Georgina Morphett, Pippa Jones, Hamish 
McLachlan, Patrick Ward and Rosie Stewart.

2. Stephen Yarwood with students Chantelle Fry, 
Felicity Jones, Jemima Staude, Alek Sims, Pippa 
Jones, Hamish McLachlan and Rosie Stewart.

3. Santos Senior Reservoir Engineer Ms Helena Wu 
and Ms Jane Norman, Manager, Strategy and 
Planning demonstrate the retention properties  
of sandstone.

4. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Adelaide, Professor Warren Bebbington

5. Past Lord Mayor of the City of Adelaide and now 
Futurist, Stephen Yarwood, talks about his vision 
for the future city of Adelaide.

6. Jane Norman

1 2

3 4

5

6

St Mark’s News November 2015 15



Our students doing amazing things
Abseil for Anglicare

The Abseil for Anglicare SA venture 
challenged volunteers to descend 134 
metres down the side of Westpac House, 
Adelaide’s tallest building, and raise funds 
for Anglicare SA’s Autism Specific Early 
Learning & Care Centre in Prospect.

I received a total of 25 donations, 13 of 
them from collegians past or present, 
totaling $975.40. In total around 110 
volunteers fundraised over $120,000 and 
over Saturday 11th April in groups of three 
we took the fateful step over the edge.

After a quick briefing from the great staff of 
Zenith Events (organising the abseil itself), 
it was time to put fear and survival instinct 
in general aside and take the plunge.

A handful of previous abseils was slim 
preparation for the first glimpse straight 
down the sheer polished marble to the ant-
like spectators 32 storeys below. With a 
racing heart and a deathgrip on the all-too-
fragile looking rope I set off, but exhilaration 
quickly won over aided by the spectacular 
view of the city. Around 4 minutes and a 
massive grin later I touched down safe and 
sound in the building’s atrium, wishing it 
could have lasted longer but just a little glad 
to have solid ground under my feet.

The once-in-a-lifetime experience 
would not have been possible without 
the generous donations from friends 
and family, as well as the impeccable 
organisation by Anglicare SA and their 
volunteers. While donations for the event 
have now closed, Anglicare SA always 
welcomes contributions to their many 
community-enriching endeavours.

Professional and Personal 
Development Program

Coordinated by Senior Common Room 
member and current resident, Mr Callum 
Deakin, the introduction of a series of 
professional and personal development 
workshops in Semester I proved to be a 
great success. 

Starting with an academic focus, students 
had the opportunity to hone their essay 
writing and referencing skills in a session 
facilitated by Kathy Radoslovich (alumna 
2010-2012). This was followed by a session 
by former Dean and Flinders University 
law lecturer, Lesley Petrie, who provided 
insight on approaches to legal problems, 

legal citation and tips for studying law from 
the perspective of a law lecturer. 

A panel of St Mark’s alumni plus a current 
student facilitated the third session which 
focussed on value adding to the university 
experience. The speakers, which were 
Dr Tom Eldredge (alumna 2009-2010, 
currently an intern at the Royal Adelaide 
Hospital), Dr Isaac Liau (alumnus 2006-
2010, currently studying medicine – oral 
and maxillofacial surgery pathway), Alicia 
Hurkmans (alumna 2010-2012, Hawker 
Scholar and currently a graduate engineer 
at Santos) and Glen Humphries (current 
engineering student) reinforced the 
concept that university is not simply about 
passing courses to obtain a degree, but 
about experiences that add to your value 
as a prospective employee and community 
member. All four were able to speak 
about their own experiences of value-
adding to their degrees including overseas 
exchanges, volunteering, internships, 
summer research and leadership positions 
within the university. 

Personal development and wellbeing 
were also on the agenda with the final 

two sessions for the Semester focussing 
on sexual and mental health. The “All you 
need to know about sex” workshop was 
designed to highlight the importance of 
sexual health and to bust some common 
myths about sexuality in general. 

In the final workshop, Dr Mathew White 
(Education Committee member, Director of 
Wellbeing at St Peter’s College) led a panel 
of three in highlighting the importance of 
self-care and resilience. Jointly facilitated by 
Elise Thompson (alumna 2009-2012, currently 
studying Masters in Clinical Psychology) and 
Trephina Gartley (alumna 2011-2013, currently 
working at Headspace) the topics covered 
included principles of positive psychology, 
practical strategies for stress and crisis 
management and options for seeking help. 

A very special thanks to all guest  
speakers for giving up their time to be  
part of this initiative. 

1. Abseil for Anglicare

2. Michael Smith, Angus Gebhardt, Ella Kenny, 
Patrick Ward and the Master with guest 
presenters Trephina Gartley, Elise Thompson and 
Dr Mathew White.

1

2
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Masters of St Mark’s – The First 90 Years
In 2012 the College embarked on a very special project to document the 
history of St Mark’s through the stories of the people who spent such an 
important part of their lives at College; bringing its history to life through 
their memories. 

Former ABC journalist and broadcaster, Ms 
Alison Rogers, commenced work on the 
project in May 2012 through her specialist 
video production company Living Stories. 
After almost three years of research, 
filming and compiling images, and in a 
fitting celebration of the College’s 90th 
Anniversary, the much-anticipated DVD 
“Masters of St Mark’s – The First 90 years” 
has been completed. 

30 of the College’s alumni were 
interviewed for the project with their 
stories spanning from the 1940’s right 
through to the current day. Complemented 
by carefully chosen images and 
archival information, the DVD allows 
the viewer to time travel through the 
decades to understand the challenges 

and achievements of St Mark’s from 
establishment in 1925 through to the 
modern day. 

The DVD was officially launched at the 
90th Anniversary dinner on the 28th March 
and is a celebration of the proud ninety 
year history of St Mark’s College told 
through the eyes of past Masters, Deans, 
tutors and scholars.

Capturing the history of the College gives 
meaning to the past and at the same time 
enables us to understand the present. It 
has allowed alumni to share their stories 
and reminisce about times gone by. But 
more importantly these stories will be 
available to share forever with fellow 
collegians and  current and future students.

We have a limited number of DVDs available 
to purchase. For more information please 
contact the College on 08 8334 5600 or via 
email at stmarks@stmarkscollege.com.au.

M
asters of St M

ark’s  Th
e First 90 Years

Masters of St Mark’s
The First 90 Years

St Mark’s College

Masters of St Mark’s
The proud ninety year history of St Mark’s College told through  
the eyes of past Masters, Deans, tutors and scholars.
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Marksenfest Memories
Preparations are being made for the 25th anniversary of Marksenfest to be 
held later this month and help is needed to identify people in the following 
photographs of this event from previous years.

We are also appealing for more 
Marksenfest pictures covering the years 
from 1990 to 1999, 2003 to 2006 and 
2009 to 2014 to fill the gaps in our archive 
collection.   If you can assist, please 
contact the Archivist, Monica Smith at 
monica.smith@stmarkscollege.com.au 
(phone 8334 5657).

Thanks to those who helped identify a 
number of people in the photos published 
in the last Newsletter under Pictures of 
our Past.  This pleasing result has enabled 
names and information to be added to our 
records for future reference.

1. 2008 - Who are the people in this picture?

2. 2007 - Who are the people in this picture?

3. 2007 - Who is at left in this picture?

4. 2010 - Who are the people in this picture?

5. 2000 - Who are the three people at left and 
wearing cap at right?

6. 2007 - Who is at left in this picture?

7. 2000 - Who is at right with Sarah Pengilly

8. 2000 - Who are the two people at left?

1

3

6

4

2
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7 8
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Raising a toast in Benedictine
The annual Founders’ Day service was held in the Chapel on Sunday 26th 
April. The service, which honours our Patron Saint, our Founders and 
Benefactors and those members of the College who died in the service  
of their country, was attended by around 50 Collegians and friends of  
the College. 

College Chaplain Rev’d Grant Moore spoke 
of the twenty young St Mark’s men who 
sacrificed their lives on foreign battlefields, 
also paying remembrance to the countless 
others who had given their lives and of the 
100th anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli. 
In closing his sermon Grant Moore said:

“This morning we honour the twenty 
young Marksmen who never returned from 
war. We salute their courage and devotion 
to duty in the face of hellish adversity. On 
this Founders’ Day, we honour, not only 
them, and our patron saint, St Mark, but all 
who have gone before us, whose personal 
sacrifices have made St Mark’s a unique 
and wonderful community in which to live 
and work.”

The College Choir led by Ms Christina 
Simpson and accompanied by Ms Pippa 
Jones sang Sting’s “Golden Fields” and the 
College Hymn by College Fellow the Most 
Rev’d TT Reed was also sung. 

Council Chairman, Mr Richard Burchnall, 
led the toast to our Founders and 
Benefactors, with the traditional 
Benedictine served from a decanter 
donated to the College by Sir Henry 
Simpson Newland, a former Chairman of 
the Council. 

1. Morning Tea following the Service

2. Chairman Mr Richard Burchnall leading the toast

3. Assistant Deans Jack Mills and Nicola Gurner at 
the Founders’ Day service

1

2 3
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Silver Tea  
Service Returns
Earlier this year the College 
was the recipient of a beautiful 
silver tea service, donated by 
Mr Michael Johnson (alumnus 
1962) and Mrs Anne Johnson.

The service, which consists of 
beautifully crafted pieces including tea 
pots, sugar bowl and milk jug,  was once 
owned by Mr Johnson’s grandfather, 
Bishop Arthur Nutter Thomas. 

Born in 1869 Bishop Thomas was a 
prime mover during the 1920’s in the 
push to establish St Mark’s College. 
His alignment with Rev Kenneth Julian 
Faithfull Bickersteth and Sir Archibald 
Grenfell Price on the importance of 
providing education and opportunity 
for returned soldiers was key to the 
College’s founding in 1925. Bishop 
Thomas chaired the inaugural meeting 
of the Provisional Committee in 1922 
and was President of the General 
Committee. He was subsequently 
elected Council Chairman, a position 
which he held until his retirement in 
1927. Amongst his other achievements, 
Bishop Thomas is noted as one the 
most effective money raisers for the 
College in the tough early years.

The tea service was presented to the 
Master by Mr and Mrs Johnson and 
was displayed at the 90th Anniversary 
Dinner held at the end of March. 

The College gratefully acknowledges  
the generosity of Mr and Mrs Johnson 
in their donation of such an historically 
significant item.

Master Rose Alwyn with Mr Michael and  
Mrs Anne Johnson

1

2

New Foundation President 
At the Foundation AGM in May, members of the St Mark’s College 
Foundation formally recorded their thanks and appreciation to  
Mr Simon Emms who has presided over the Foundation for the 
last four years.

We are pleased to announce the Mr 
James Price (alumna 1980-82) was 
elected as President and look forward 
to a reinvigorated Foundation under  
his presidency. 

The St Mark’s College Foundation 
exists to ensure that the College 
continues to provide a high quality 
residential experience for the students 
of today and in to the future. The 
Foundation has received strong support 
for its various appeals for funding 
assistance for projects in the College 
over the past years, with the East Wing 
appeal in 2014 a shining example. The 
Foundation hopes that members of the 
College community will donate to the 
College as part of the Annual Giving 
program for 2015 so that St Mark’s can 
remain a leader in Australian university 
residential accommodation.

Meet the President 

James Price is a grandson of Archie 
Price, the first Master of St Mark’s 
College and a son of Kenneth Price, 
the youngest of Archie’s children who, 
in the early days, were accommodated 
on the veranda of Downer House.  
James graduated with a Bachelor of 
Economics from Adelaide University 
whilst resident at St Mark’s which he 
attended from 1980 to 1982 inclusive.  
He was and remains a passionate 
supporter of the life and culture of the 
College including the pivotal decision 
in 1981 to turn the College from being 
single sex to being co-residential.

Since graduating James has worked 
in the pastoral industry as a jackaroo, 
in the Information Technology 
industry in marketing and sales, in the 
Information Management industry 
as current Managing Director of his 
firm Experience Matters, and in the 
medical industry as Group Managing 
Director of Australian Medical 
Services.  He is the leader of a global 
research project into the “Barriers to 
and benefits of managing information 
as a business asset” which has been 
described as “ground-breaking” 

and the results of which have been 
published in A-Level journals and 
which he presents globally.  

James has been lucky enough 
to, amongst other things, travel 
extensively particularly in Latin 
America, spend a month in Antarctica 
with the Chilean navy, compete in the 
Sydney – Hobart yacht race, cross the 
Simpson Desert and is in the process 
of climbing the tallest peaks in every 
State and Territory.  James is married 
to Jacki Smith and has two girls and a 
boy – Morgan who is in second year 
Medicine at Adelaide University,  
Ella who is in second year Law / 
Science and spending the next 12 
months studying at Exeter University, 
and Sam who is completing Year 12  
at Pembroke.

James is committed to contributing 
to the leadership continuously shown 
by St Mark’s in the university college 
sector and to involving as many 
Collegians and related parties in 
that process as are interested in and 
capable of doing so.  This will require 
a clear and compelling vision of the 
future and strong collaboration in 
Friend– and Fund–raising.

New Foundation President Mr James Price
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Alumni in the Spotlight
Amy Keir (Alumna 2000-02)

Young Investigator Award – women’s and 
children’s health research

Dr Keir won the 2014 Young Investigator 
Award for her work on blood transfusions 
in premature babies. The award recognises 
excellence in science and science 
communication in women’s and children’s 
health research. Dr Keir is continuing 
her research examining fluids and blood 
products in newborns, in collaboration 
with colleagues in Canada and the United 
States. “It is exciting and challenging 
work and it is terrific to be involved in 
international studies,” she said. “Sharing 
information with other researchers around 
the world is important – a lot is going on 
here in Adelaide but being part of a wider 
research community benefits us all.”

Molly Goodman (Alumna 2011-13) 

Recently named in the Senior Australian 
Rowing team to compete in the Women’s 
pair. She will travel to Italy, Switzerland 
and France for the World Cup and the 
World Rowing Championships, after which 
the team for the 2016 Olympics in Rio de 
Janerio will be announced. Good luck Molly!

A Bird in the Hand…

Or perhaps 267 birds in a book would 
be more accurate. Deputy Chairman, Mr 
James Harvey recently coordinated the 
Adelaide launch of The Birds of Kangaroo 
Island book, which was written by his 
brother-in-law Chris Baxter. 

The photographic field guide, which contains 
all 267 bird species seen on Kangaroo Island 
and its surrounding waters, was produced 
entirely in South Australia and supported 
financially by Geoff Rischbeith, owner of 
Island Pure Sheep Dairy.

Mr Harvey, himself a keen ornithologist, 
came up with the idea for the pocket-sized 
checklist to be sold with the book, which 
provides a handy and lightweight reference 
for bird-watchers in the field. 

Over 70 guests gathered in the Ballroom 
at St Mark’s on the 17th May to celebrate 
the Adelaide launch of the book, which 
followed on from a very successful event 
held on Kangaroo Island earlier in the year. 

Copies of the book are available for 
purchase via the Kingscote Gift shop, 
Penneshaw Visitor Centre and Island Pure 
Sheep Dairy.   

Social Entrepreneur of the Year

Dr James Muecke AM (alumnus 1982-
’87) established Sight For All to work 
towards eliminating blindness in Australia 
and internationally. Sight For All trains and 
equips local eye care specialists and their 
staff and tackles childhood blindness and 
blindness from cataracts, glaucoma and 
diabetic retinal disease.

James was recently named the 2015 
National Social Entrepreneur of the Year 
at an awards ceremony held in Sydney. 
Judges recognised the wide-reaching social 
impact James has had through Sight For 
All. Earlier in June, James had been named 
the SA and NT candidate for the award and 
we congratulate him on his success.

1. Dr Amy Keir

2. Mr James Harvey

3. Front Cover of the Birds of Kangaroo Island Book

4. Dr James Muecke

5. Molly Goodman
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SALA Success

Marnie Wark (alumna 1993-94) was 
recently selected as one of eight artists 
invited to provide different SA Weekend 
cover images. Her work title Fire Season 
was also featured in the The Advertiser 
newspaper and displayed in the foyer at  
31 Waymouth St as part of the SALA 
Festival in August. Having recently returned 
to SA from Sale in Victoria, Marnie is busy 
setting up her studio and continuing her 
artistic pursuits.

Queen’s Birthday Honours

Professor Douglas Henderson AO 
(Alumnus 1965) received the award 
of officer of the Order of Australia for 
distinguished service to medicine, 
particularly anatomical pathology, and to 
education as an academic and author in the 
field of asbestos-related diseases.

The Honorable Christopher Legoe AC 
QC (Alumnus 1947) received the award 
of Companion of the Order of Australia 
for distinguished service to the law and 
to the judiciary, to the development of 
professional standards and legal education, 
and to historical, artistic and environmental 
conservation programs.

Indigenous Health Promotion

Sibella Hare-Breidahl (Alumna 2013-14)

Sibella recently wrote in January this 
year, we were sitting down to a distinctly 
average bowl of pasta and tuna sauce 
and we got to feeling pretty sorry for 
ourselves. We’d both recently moved out 
of colleges (Tom from Lincoln, Sib from 
St Mark’s); failed abysmally at finding a 
place to live; were rapidly exhausting our 
insufficient living allowances and had taken 
to frequenting the Coles in Rundle Mall 
around lunch time to do a bit of freeating 
(free eating, for those new to the game). 
In short it was probably our collective low 
point.

After a few weeks of fruitless house 
hunting and a few motivational interviews 
each, we came to realise the ridiculousness 
of our self-pity; we were two well-
equipped, extremely privileged people 
whose most stagnant period of life to date 
was still coloured with the prospect of a full 
time university course, supportive friends 
and family.

So we decided to use our otherwise 
purposeless time to think about the 
projects and passions we’d ignored or 

had on cruise-control during our last few 
frenetic years. We realised, that like many 
other people in our situation, we were all 
too content to ignore things happening in 
our country, in our very state, that should 
rile us up. Maybe we are over exposed to 
news of the health gap between Indigenous 
and non-indigenous Australians, maybe we 
have become inured to the plight of our 
own country men and women, in our own 
backyard, suffering from diseases such as 
leprosy that should have been relegated to 
the history books for decades in Australia. 
We were frustrated by the apathy to the 
whole situation. Frustrated at how every 
child in year 5 and above could recite the 
statistic that an indigenous people will live 
on average 17 YEARS FEWER than a non-
indigenous Australian and yet none of them 
a shocked by it. 

We felt so impotent, but we decided we’d 
try to help change the facts in any small 
way we could. Since we are both medical 
students we decided that trying to improve 
health outcomes for rural and remote 
Indigenous youths made the most use of 
our skills. We founded Activate with the 
aim to engage more people with Indigenous 
health as well as create real and positive 
health outcomes on a grassroots scale.

On July 4th we kicked off our first 
fundraiser and teamed up with our mates 
at Run for a Reason (who do great work 
raising money for Indigenous health) 
and the South Australian Road Runners’ 
Association and organised the Winter 
Wonder Run, a 5, 10 or 25km running 
event at Victoria Park. We were lucky that 
the weather was beautiful and so the snow 
machine was pushing out flakes into a crisp 
but bright morning. 500 people came out to 
enjoy our winter themed fare with a home-
made chai bar, toasted sandwiches and hot 
jam donuts whilst enjoying great live music 
from the talented Sam Page.

We’re only planning to build on the base 
we’ve developed, and have lots to learn. 
So far in the works is an end of university 
exams party, which should give us the 
funds we need to run our first project, a 
surf camp. We are in contact with a few 
South Australian rural and remote schools 
to work towards rewarding 12-15 year olds 
who show high school attendance and 
engagement with the chance to attend 
the camp. The camp will focus on healthy 
lifestyle strategies as well as giving kids 
the chance to travel and experience 
a different part of South Australia, an 
opportunity they might not otherwise have.

Alumni in the Spotlight continued

1 2
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In 2014 when the government’s 30 million 
dollar truancy programme (which offered 
things such as door-knocks to the houses 
of non-attending students and school 
drop-offs) was cut, the government’s 
replacement system was to threaten 
slashing welfare payments of parents 
should their children continually miss 
school. In parts of South Australia the 
school attendance rate is as low as 60%, 
which belies the truancy culture. We are 
aiming to incentivise school, rather than 
punish non-attendance, because we 
believe a happy environment where kids 
are attending of their own choice is the 
most conducive to learning.

If you would like to be involved with 
Activate, have any advice or would like  
to learn more please give us a bell on  
0439 336 695 (Tom), 0400 103 393 (Sib) 
or email us at activate.contact@gmail.com

1. Christopher J Legoe AC QC

2. Douglas Henderson AO

3. Marnie Wark (photo courtesy of Adelaide Now)

4. Sibella Hare-Breidahl

The Glass is Definitely Half-Full for these young performers

Many current and Old Collegians had the opportunity to see George Glass 
perform their show Abbott! The Musical, at the recent Adelaide Fringe Festival. So 
successful was their appearance at the Fringe that a second season of the show 
was recently staged. With excitement building for the upcoming Melbourne Fringe 
the boys from George Glass have taken some time out to answer a few questions 
and give us some insight in to the George Glass story.

How would you describe the genre of George Glass?
We’re a musical comedy group. We often write sketches to go around our songs. 
For example we had a song called Coffee Time about someone’s addiction to 
coffee. So whilst one of us plays Coffee Time there is a man dressed as a giant 
coffee cup and a man in a leotard dancing romantically to the music.

How did you all meet and how did the band get started?
We met at St Mark’s College in 2011 and began performing at Arts Evenings in the 
College Ballroom. We Performed our first Adelaide Fringe show the following year, 
after a few teething years we began expanding our oeuvre - our material evolved 
to incorporate the absurd, political and the musically raunchy: blowing minds and 
groins across in a variety of venues around Adelaide. 2014 was a big year for us 
as we started doing gigs for Adelaide Comedy and also ventured interstate for the 
first time. 

Your subject material is eclectic and perhaps even eccentric…what drives the 
creative process for the band? How do you get from idea to song/show?
We get our ideas from a number of sources, usually someone starts off with 
something small, a simple concept and then everyone just throws as many ideas 
as they can at it until it has evolved into something completely different. We also 
get material from the news and current events, which is how Abbott! The Musical 
came along.

Abbot! The Musical has been immensely successful. How did the idea come 
about? Would you describe yourselves as a “political” band? How do you think the 
success of this show will shape the future for the band?
Abbott! The Musical was probably born out of frustration towards the events 
that have occurred in the past two years. We believe that all rulers should be 
exceptional and Tony Abbott is the exception to the rule. To quote Tony Abbott: 
“politicians are going to be judged on everything they say.” We wanted to say 
something, but make it enjoyable and engaging. We are not pro labor or pro liberal 
or pro any party, but what we aren’t is pro Tony Abbott. 

Plans for the future…?
At the moment it’s all Abbott! The Musical. We will take it as far as it can go 
before looking towards the next project. We recently had two weeks at the 
Melbourne Fringe, and our success there will determine whether we can continue 
with the show.
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Nicholas Conway  
(Alumnus 2010-13)

Nicholas Conway began working in 
theatre in the 2009 Adelaide Fringe 
working lights and promotion for Best 
Axe Productions. He continued his work 
for Best Axe as the lighting director for 
their run in the Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival. In 2010 Nicholas 
was enrolled in a Bachelor of Law/
Arts at Flinders University majoring in 
Drama, studying at the Flinders Drama 
Workshop and enrolled in SA Casting 
with Ann Peters. In 2011 Nicholas 
began a Bachelor of Psychological 
Science at the University of Adelaide 
and continued his passion of drama 
through the co-founding of George 
Glass Productions. Nicholas has been 
writing, composing and performing for 
George Glass, being involved in all of 
their productions. After a successful 
run in the 2014 Adelaide Fringe, 
Nicholas travelled to Melbourne twice: 
performing with George Glass in the 
Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival and the Melbourne Fringe. In 
late 2014 Nicholas began working on 
Abbott! The Musical and performed 
the show as Tony Abbott in 2015 which 
gained critical acclaim for the writing 
and performance.

Daniel Murnane  
(Alumnus 2011-12)

Daniel debuted as Winthrop Paroo 
in Warrnambool’s premiere theatre 
troupe’s staging of The Music Man at 
a young age. He continued to make 
onstage appearances throughout his 
formative years in Seussical, Annie, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Big, We Will 
Rock You and Beauty and the Beast. He 
also contributed as an instrumentalist 
in productions of Bye, Bye, Birdie 
and Copacabana, musically directing 
Peter Pan and Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
The Gondoliers. Daniel has worked in 
many media – performing stand-up 
comedy in the Hong Kong comedy 
scene, working with College dramatic 
productions, including The History 
Boys, and performing with orchestras 
and bands on piano, saxophone and 
clarinet. As part of the George Glass 
trio, he has worked closely on scripting 
and composing each of the company’s 
seven productions, including Abbott! 
The Musical, where he plays Tony 
Abbott’s PR agent foil, George.

Alister McMichael  
(Alumnus 2010-13)

Alister McMichael has been involved 
in music and drama from a young 
age. Alister has studied his primary 
instrument, Bass Guitar, for 17 years 
reaching a level of 3 in the CPM Music 
Program. In 2010, Alister attended SA 
Casting and was enrolled in a bachelor 
of media at the University of South 
Australia before he stopped to work 
on George Glass Productions. As one 
of the founding members of George 
Glass, Alister has been involved with 
George Glass Productions since 
their debut performance in the 2012 
Adelaide Fringe. He has continued 
his work to their successful run at 
the 2015 Adelaide Fringe at Channel 
9 with Abbott! The Musical playing 
the role of Joe Hockey. In 2014 Alister 
was selected to be a part of Adelaide 
Comedy performing at various venues 
around Adelaide: The Rhino Room, 
Marion Hotel and the Tee Tree Gully 
Hotel with George Glass.

1. Nicholas Conway

2. Daniel Murnane

3. Alister McMichael

4. Abbott! The Musical cast members

Alumni in the Spotlight continued
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Obituaries

Dr Keith Cmeel Basheer

MBBS (Adel) 1953, MRACGP 1968, 
FRACGP 1972

Keith Basheer was a well respected 
General Practitioner for 46 years in the 
Eastern suburbs.

Keith was born on 10th December 1924 
in Rose Park shortly after his parent’s 
arrival from Lebanon. He spent most of 
his childhood in Kingston in the South East 
where his father established the General 
Store where his family lived for 27 years. 
He did his primary schooling in Kingston 
and began secondary school in the country 
but soon transferred Unley High School 
where he became head prefect and sports 
captain. He was accepted into Medicine at 
Adelaide University in 1943.

During his first year of training he 
volunteered and served as a stretcher 
bearer and medical orderly in the AIF 19th 
Field Ambulance which involved him in 
extensive front-line service in Bougainville. 
When peace was declared his unit was 
sent to Rabaul, New Britain, where he 
cared for prisoners who had been held by 
the Japanese. 

From 1946 to 1952 Keith continued his 
medical studies at Adelaide University 
boarding at St Marks University College. He 
played football and baseball for University 
was accepted into North Adelaide Football 
Club until he sustained a knee injury, and 
was thus forced to relinquish his dream of 
playing in the SANFL.

Upon graduating he chose general practice 
as his calling and began a practice on 
Glynburn Road, Glynde, where he spent 
46 years. He was a true GP of the times, 
doing house calls, being ‘on call’ overnight, 
having regular surgical operating lists 
where he would do multiple surgeries. 
He delivered over 2,600 babies, and after 
almost five decades of practice had cared 
for up to four generations of families. 
He loved to learn and keep up to date 
with medicine, and was the first GP in 
Adelaide to achieve the subspecialty GP 
accreditation in cardiac medicine. 

Keith was very active in State medical circles 
and was a Life Member of the Australian 
Medical Association. He was a founding 
member of the Royal Australian College 
of GPs, a foundation board member of 
the South Australian College of GPs, and 
a foundation member of Private Doctors 
of Australia, the Eastern Suburbs Medical 
Practitioners Association (of which he 
became president), the GP Society of 
Australia, Adelaide Central and Eastern 
Division of Medical Practitioners, and 
the Australian Association of General 
Practitioners. He was also co-founder, 
with his partner Dr Steele, of the North 
Eastern Community Hospital and he was a 
continuous board member there for 33 years. 

Notwithstanding these commitments, 
he also found time over the years to be 
an honorary medical officer to several 
local sports teams, an infant welfare 
organisation, and a large aged care home.

Keith retired from his practice at age 75, 
yet he continued to work as a mentor to 
other practices on behalf of the Medical 
Board, and for the State Transport Board. 

Keith had an insatiable commitment 
to service to the community and this 
extended outside of medical work, where 
he found time to be an active leader in the 
Lebanese Druse community, and he was 
a member of the Freemasons rising to the 
position of State Worship Master in 1966. 
Even after retirement he kept active in both 
the Burnside and Norwood Probus Clubs, 
including serving as president.

Aside from work, Keith was a life long keen 
golfer, and tennis player. He loved watching 
sport at all levels and was a founding 
member of Football Park and the Adelaide 
Crows. For relaxation he was passionate 
about jazz.

Keith had a wonderful sense of humour 
and was able to quickly gain rapport with 
anyone he met, whether they be a patient, 
colleague, friend or acquaintance. He had 
a knack of drawing people together and 
of finding the positive in any situation, 
however ugly or confronting. Apart from his 
medical skill and intuition, it was this that 
set him aside as a leader in the community 
and which allowed him to balance the 
otherwise overwhelming workload so that 
he could give of his best in all situations.

Keith formed a lasting relationship of over 
60 years with his wife Barbara and they 
brought up three children, two of  
whom chose to follow him into medicine 
– Janán as an RN and Tarsha as a 
Gynaecologist, while his son Adam has 
a marketing business offering doctors 
business planning. 

After a six year battle with non-Hodgkins 
lymphoma, he finally succumbed on 28 
June 2014. He is survived by wife Barbara, 
three children Janan, Tarsha, and Adam, 
and four grandchildren.

Keith was kind, compassionate and sincere 
man with a gentle, honest nature and  
great optimism for the world. His humour 
and love of life will be missed by all who 
knew him.

Dr Tarsha Basheer
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Dr Grantley Burfield  
(Alumnus 1968 – 69)

19th August 1948 – 5th March 2015

Grantley (Doc) Burfield resided in College 
for two years (1968,1969) while enrolled 
for the B.Sc degree at Flinders University. 
Although members of the College 
recognized that he had an intellect of the 
highest order, he achieved a “magnificent 
and manifest failure”– but “won the 
billiards championship twice running”. For 
a country boy (Auburn, SA), the city and 
the College offered too many distractions 
from study. On leaving St Mark’s College, 
he spent much of the next four years 
in road gangs in the Northern Territory 
and South Australia operating a grader 
and bitumen sprayer truck. As well 
during those four years, he spent time 
in Sydney where he was employed as a 
“dogsbody” at the Pink Pussycat Strip 
Club in Kings Cross and as tradesman 
painter (qualifications supposedly gained 
in South Australia!) in Sydney.

In 1974, he decided to “see the world” 
and during the next few years, his jobs 
included kitchen hand in Cornwall, 
building construction worker in Italy, 
fisherman in Iceland, driving gas trucks 
and cider delivery trucks to pubs in 
London and part-time clerical assistant in 
Australia House, London.

In late 1976, while on a delivery of 
cider to a London hotel, he had a 
defining moment when he decided it 
was time to study again. He walked 
across the road to Queen Mary College, 
University of London, and enrolled for 
the B.Sc degree. After specializing in 
mathematics and physics, he graduated 
in 1979 with First Class Honours in 
Theoretical Physics and was awarded 
the Ramsay Prize for being the top 
student in physics. He combined his 
studies with a part-time job filing papers 
at Australia House. On deciding to “run 
with the study bug while it lasted”, he 
began studies for the PhD degree at 
the University of London aided by an 
Overseas Studentship allowance which 
was augmented by part-time tutoring 
and labouring for a London carpenter. In 
1984, at the age of 36, he was awarded 
the PhD degree in Theoretical Physics. 
Before he was able to get a position in 
England, he returned to Auburn to be 
with his seriously ill mother. For about 
a year, he worked on various farms and 
vineyards close to Auburn.

Early in 1985, he was appointed as a 
scientist at the Defence Science and 
Technology Organisation (DSTO), 
Salisbury, SA, and attained the position 
of Principal Research Scientist. He 
worked for twelve years on mathematical 
models of infrared systems for RAAF 
aircraft, Navy Seahawk helicopters 
and the leopard tank. In 1996, he 
transferred as the Staff Officer, Science, 
to the General commanding the 1st 
Australian Division at Enoggera Army 
Base (Brisbane) and served with several 
Generals. In 1999/2000, he served 
with General Cosgrove, now Governor-
General, for four months in East Timor as 
his chief scientific advisor. The following 
is an extract of a letter from the 
Governor-General to Grantley’s family: “I 
have frequently reflected on the pivotal 
role he played for Australia during the 
East Timor operation, in fielding and 
trialling a number of new technological 
capabilities. In doing so he became 
a modern “pathfinder”, restarting a 
process of integrating scientific  
research and development with 
contemporary operations.”

In 2005, while based at Enoggera, he 
retired from DSTO. He remained in 
Brisbane and worked part-time for the 
Australian Crime Commission on the 
statistics of identity fraud. After another 
retirement, he was employed in 2008  
by the Australian Taxation Department 
on the statistics of taxation fraud.  
Late in 2014, he retired for the last 
time with cancer which sadly led to his 
premature death. 

Grantley is survived by his wife Mary, 
sons Mark and Iain, step-daughter Ellen 
and sister Tess.

Compiled by George Gream from 
information supplied by Grantley’s  
wife, Mary.

Further Passing

At the time of going to print the College 
was saddened to learn of the passing of 
three prominent Old Collegians:

Dr Graham William Mussared  
(1959-63)  
10/11/1938 – 04/06/2015

Mr Tom Legoe (1946)  
20/08/1925 – 21/04/2015

Dr Edward Chung Gon (1963-66) 
17/12/1943 – 19/04/2015

Obituaries continued

1925 Bequest 
Society
A bequest is often referred to 
as the “ultimate gift” – it is 
a gift given to a cause that is 
important to you. 

A bequest will help to ensure that the 
College maintains its leading edge 
and provides students with upgraded 
accommodation and state-of-the-art 
educational facilities. It will assist 
students to continue their studies 
in the supportive environment of St 
Mark’s College.

The 1925 Bequest Society has been 
established to acknowledge the 
generosity of donors who have  
names St Mark’s College as a 
beneficiary in their Will. Through the 
Society your legacy will be cherished 
and remembered.

For man, leaving a bequest recognises 
a lifelong association with the College 
and provides an enduring legacy. 

From Mr Michael Shearer AM
1925 Bequest Society member

I hold a great affection for St Mark’s 
College having been actively involved 
with it, in varying roles, for a period of 
time in excess of 46 years. Firstly as 
a resident student in the early 1960s 
and then later with the Administration 
as the College Bursar, leading to 
becoming a Member and ultimately the 
Chairman of the Council of Governors 
of the College. Following my retirement 
from Council I was afforded the 
privilege of being elected an Honorary 
Fellow of the College in 2008. 

I have great faith in the young men 
and women of today. Their transition 
from secondary through to tertiary 
education and completion of their 
degrees can be greatly facilitated 
by residence at an institution such 
as St Mark’s. Our students are not 
only required to study but also have 
to participate in life on a much wider 
base than at home with family, in a 
diverse community which can be both 
challenging and exciting, and they will 
emerge equipped with an education 
and life skills required to become the 
leaders of tomorrow.
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Collegiate life is a great opportunity to 
spread your wings, live and mix with 
people from different backgrounds and 
cultures and beliefs, students learn to 
accept that there may be another view 
point, have tolerance and respect, and 
put your hand up for all that is going 
on - a balance of learning, achievement, 
adventure and fun!

I appreciate my time at College and 
beyond, and count it instrumental in 
furnishing me with some of the attributes 
which have enabled me to enjoy a 
successful professional career and a happy, 
fulfilling personal life.

I believe it is incumbent on Old  
Collegians and those who hold the view 
that St Mark’s is worthy of their support, 
to make whatever provision they feel they 
are able to assist with its continuity and 
longevity, particularly as we approach the 
Centenary of the College, by joining the 
fund raising efforts now and/or to make 
provision for a bequest to St Mark’s in  
their Will.

My wider family have also been keenly 
involved with the College – my son Adam 
was Dean, as was my cousin Ivan who 
is also a Fellow of St Mark’s. It is for all 
these reasons I have chosen to continue 
my present financial support of our College 
into the future and have arranged for a 
meaningful monetary legacy to be payable 
to St Mark’s upon my death.

1. 1925 Bequest Society member Mr Michael 
Shearer AM

Choosing the Executor of your Will
The choice of executor is entirely up to you. You can nominate either one or 
more individuals (family or friends) or an independent professional trustee. 

Before selecting the executor of your 
estate it is important that you understand 
what the role entails. Although there are 
no special qualifications required to be an 
executor, having the time and willingness 
to undertake the role is important. It can be 
an onerous role that can take many months 
to complete. 

An executor’s duties include: locating your 
will; verifying your assets and liabilities 
(including capital gains tax reconstructions 
if required); obtaining a grant of probate 
from the court; advising beneficiaries of 
their entitlement; collecting and managing 
your assets throughout the administration; 
obtaining valuations where necessary; 
arranging the sale of assets; paying 
debts; lodging all tax returns (including 
your final tax return and estate tax 
returns); protecting your assets (including 
safekeeping and insurance); keeping proper 
records; preparing a full statement of 
receipts and disbursements. 

Your executor will need to deal with all 
necessary third parties (e.g. government 
departments, utilities companies, courts, 
banks, share registries, insurance companies, 
Super funds, lawyers, accountants etc.) and 
beneficiaries to ensure that your affairs are 
managed in the way you intended. 

If you have an existing family trust or a self-
managed super fund then your choice of 
executor is even more important because 
control of these entities, and the assets 
owned by them, often pass to  
your executors. 

Being an executor means taking on fiduciary 
obligations, so it’s a role that carries personal 
liability if administration errors are made. 

Article by Elizabeth Ferguson
Senior Estate Planner at Australian 
Executor Trustees

Elizabeth was a resident at St Mark’s from 
1983-84. She holds degrees in Arts and 
Law and a Graduate Diploma in Applied 
Finance. She is a Senior Associate with 
Finsia, a member of the Self Managed 
Super Funds Professionals’ Association of 
Australia and a member of the Society of 
Trust and Estate Practitioners.

Elizabeth is admitted to practice in South 
Australia as a barrister and solicitor. She 
gained extensive experience with private 
legal firms in areas including Wills and 
Estates, Insurance, Commercial Law and 
Litigation before joining Australian Executor 
Trustees as legal counsel.

Elizabeth is able to assist clients in the 
areas of specialist estate planning advice, 
including taxation planning and advisory 
services; Will and power of attorney 
preparation; estate administration; Trustee 
services including testamentary trusts and 
charitable trusts; and attorney services.

Through Australian Executor Trustees, 
Elizabeth is able to offer a 25% discount 
on the preparation of Estate Planning 
Documents to anyone wishing to include 
St Mark’s College as a beneficiary in their 
Will. You can contact Elizabeth for a free, no 
obligation interview on 8127 1776.

1
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Annual Giving Goes Green
This year the Annual Giving program will focus on the greening of the 
College to compliment the new East Wing. 

The construction of the car park has 
allowed us to remove the unsightly parking 
areas scattered through the College and, 
with your support, our aim is to turn these 
car parks in to landscaped open spaces 
with substantial trees and shrubs. 

Stage 1 of the plan is to green the old 
bitumen car park to the northwest of the 
College and Stage 2 incorporates the 
area around the pond between Newland, 
Downer and the Grenfell Price Dining Hall. 

Your annual gift, no matter the size, 
supports everything St Mark’s College is 
and does. Philanthropic support from our 
community is vital and in 2015 we invite 
you to become a donor and partner in the 
proud tradition of philanthropy at St Mark’s.

If you wish to make a donation to or  
would like further information on the  
St Mark’s College 2015 Annual  
Giving program please complete the 
attached donation form or contact the 
College on +61 88334 5600 or email 
stmarks@stmarkscollege.com.au

1. Central Court before. The existing Pond 
Courtyard area

3. An artist’s impression of the revitalised pond 
courtyard concept

2. The existing Northwest Corner, known as the 
Lewis car park

4. The concept for the North-west corner

1
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Annual Giving 2015
Your Details

Title  .............................  Given Name  .................................................................   Surname  ...................................................................................  

Address  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................   State  ................................  Postcode  ......................................

Email  ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone  Home  .................................................   Work  .........................................   Mobile  .......................................................................................

Your Support

I would like to make the following donation:

 $10,000         $5,000         $3,000         $1,000         $500*         $250         Other  $ ............................................................

*All donations of $500 of more are recognised on the Honour Board at the entrance to Downer House.

Directing Your Donation

Please direct my donation to the following:

 Greening the College

 The Library Fund  Library (general)  Library text books

 The Scholarship Fund  Entry Scholarship  Alumni Scholarship         The Women of St Mark’s Scholarship

 Master’s Discretion

Payment Method

Credit Card

Please charge my credit card:     Visa     Mastercard        

Cardholder Name  ................................................................................

Card No. 

Signature  .............................................................................................

Expiry Date ...........................................................................................

Cheque

 My cheque (made payable to St Mark’s College Inc.) is enclosed

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

 I have made an EFT to the St Mark’s College account for

$  ..........................................................................................................

Account Name: St Mark’s College Inc.
BSB: 015 010    Account No.: 400 000 317
Please use AG15 and your first initial and surname as the reference 
(eg. AG15JSmith)

PayPal

  Visit www.stmarkscollege.com.au/support and click on the 
‘Donate with PayPal’ button

Bequests

  Please send me information about making a bequest to  
St Mark’s College

 I have made arrangements to include the College in my Will

 Please tick if you would like your gift to remain anonymous

Please return this form in the reply paid envelope enclosed, 
or send reply paid to:

St Mark’s College 

Reply Paid 67055

46 Pennington Terrace, North Adelaide SA 5006

Email: stmarks@stmarkscollege.com.au 
Phone: + 61 88334 5600  |  Fax: +61 88267 4694 
Website: www.stmarkscollege.com.au

Thank you for helping to strengthen the College’s 
future. Your donation will help make a tangible 
difference to the lives of our students. All donations 
are tax deductible within Australia.
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Events & Functions

St Mark’s College offers a unique 
venue for your next corporate or 
private event. Conveniently located 
in North Adelaide and situated in 
beautiful surrounds, our facilities 
deliver both convenience and style. 

Our flexible spaces mean we can   
cater for small functions, such as 
board meetings, right through to 
grand receptions for up to 300   
people or even events just like    
Sculpture For Sight on our grounds.

Imagine a cocktail party on 
the front lawn, a three course 
conference dinner in our Ballroom, 
a presentation in one of our meeting 
rooms or a wedding reception on 
the grounds?

The possibilities are endless...

Summer Break Accommodation

Situated just a 10 minute walk 
from the CBD and University 
Campuses and only 5 minutes from 
North Adelaide’s popular restaurant 
precincts, St Mark’s is an ideal 
location as we offer a high standard 
of budget accommodation, from 10 
to 200 people. It’s perfect for youth 
and school groups or university 
conferences and catering options  
are also available.

For more information on our 
facilities, please contact the 
College on (08) 8334 5600 
stmarks@stmarkscollege.com.au

North Adelaide’s 
uniquely historic 
function and 
event venue... 
St Mark’s College

St Mark’s College
46 Pennington Terrace 

North Adelaide, South Australia
www.stmarkscollege.com.au



Buy-a-Brick
This is a unique opportunity to have your name permanently engraved on a paver. The engraved pavers form 
several rows, complementing the larger plain pavers that are laid across the whole courtyard and surrounding 
areas. The area was upgraded in December 2006 and at the beginning of 2009 the pond was refurnished 
with ceramic tiles, feature lighting, external plastering to match the adjoining feature wall and new slate 
from Mintaro. Space has been made for many engraved pavers to be included now and in the future so Old 
Collegians can continue to be part of this project.  

For Old Collegians, your tax deductible donation of $120 will give you a paver engraved with your name 
(or, if you wish, the name of a member of your family who has attended St Mark’s) and the years in College.  
Friends of the College are also welcome to donate a paver and have their name engraved.

All gifts are tax deductible. 

Payment:  
Credit Card  Please charge my credit card:  Visa    Mastercard

Cardholder name: ________________________________________   Signature: ___________________________

Card number: — — — — / — — — — / — — — — / — — — —   Expiry date: ____________ / ____________

Cheque   My cheque (made payable to St Mark’s College Inc.) is enclosed.

Please return this form to:  St Mark’s College – 46 Pennington Terrace, North Adelaide SA 5006  
/  phone: 08 8334 5610  /  fax: 08 8267 4694  /  email: stmarks@stmarkscollege.com.au

Title: Given Name: Surname:

Address:

State:  Postcode:

Email: Phone: (home):

Buy-a-Brick Project: I wish to donate brick(s) to the total value of  $

Details for engraving:  
Each square represents a letter, number, punctuation mark or space (32 max per brick). Please print clearly.

Your time at St Mark’s College can be

Remembered in Stone



Coming up in 2015
5th November WA Reunion Lunch 

UWA Club, University of Western Australia

13th November NSW Reunion Dinner 
St Andrew’s College, University of Sydney

14th November ACT Reunion Dinner 
The Commonwealth Club, Canberra

20th November VIC Reunion Dinner 
The Athenaeum Club, Melbourne

27th November 50 Year Club Luncheon at St Mark’s College

For more information head to the Alumni page on the  
St Mark’s website or join The Official St Mark’s Old Collegians’ 
facebook page.

www.stmarkscollege.com.au

Join us on Facebook!
St Mark’s College

The Official St Mark’s Old Collegians’ Site 
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